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Planning and Accomplishment Narrative

Part L.

The last half of Fiscal Year 1973 failed to follow the normal
pattern for weather conditions. It all began on January 3 & 4 when
13.5 inches of snow were dropped on the district. An unusual warming
trend during the latter part of January caused almost all snow cover
to disappasr. February appeared to be normal, but the usual heavy
snow falls of that month were missing. Instead of the predicted record
flood water levels in March, only 1.6 feet of water appeared over the
flood stage. April 9 & 10 brought about another unusual weather develop=
ment, when two snowfalls brought 16.5 inches of wet snow to the area.
This heavy snowfall caused a secendary flood crest in early May. With
the earth saturated, every small rain shower caused the Trempealeau River
to overflow its banks and thus submerge the entrance to the Trempealeau
National Wildlife Refuge. A total of 6 weeks passed while the road was
under water.,

At the beginning of this second half of the year, the temperatures
dropped below the zero mark for 10 consecutive days. The coldest day
of the fiscal year occurred during this period, when the mercury dipped
to a cool =25 . On the other hand, the fiscal year closed out with
the longest run of 90°,or above, temperatures. In late June,readings
were recorded at 93°, 90°, 94°, and 92°.

Through the long winter months, plans were developed to install
new comfort stations at the Pontoon Slough Landing near Wabasha, Minn.
Formal announcements were sent out and bids were received. The Reco
Construction Co. of New Brighton, Minn were given the contract om June
28 for two comfort stations.

Plans were also formalized with the Onalaska, Wis. Unit of the
National Guard, to prepare a right-of-way and later install a new two
mile self-guiding auto route on the Trempealeau NWR. The route was
designed by Miss Hilma VolK, Asst. Public Use Specialist from the Winona
office, All work on the route would be contributed by the Guard Unit
and we were to furnish the necessary materials, Work will begin in
October or November of Fiscal 1974, A self-guiding tour brochure is
now being prepared by Miss Volk.

Wm. J. "Bill" Thrune entered on duty as a summer Biological Assist=-
ant on June 24. He will be a valuable addition for the summer months.
Bill has been employed at the Winona Warehouse during the preceding
winter.

Much valuable equipment was either purchased or received on property
transfer during the year. Office equipment, chairs, typewriters, desks,
calculators and heaters were received during the spring months. These
supplies now make working in the office just a little more bearable.

The District Manager was active during the week designated as
National Wildlife Week. Over 7,100 area students, teachers, and area
adults received a program and film presentation during the week. The
manager also participated in the LaCrosse Districts annual Sport-0-Rama
program and display during March.
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The district took charge of an adult Golden Eagle on Jan. 19, when
Wisconsin State Wardens and Dr. John Kemper from Chippawa Falls, Wisc.
brought 'Caesar' to the Trempealeau Refuge. The Eagle was turned over
to Robert Bilddr, a student at St. Mary's College of Winona. When three
weeks of intensive care and rehabilitation failed to bring about much re-
sponse, the bird was transferred to the University of Mimmesota, College
of Veterinary Medicine where it is still residing.

A Bald Eagle came to the district via the same route, when the injured
bird was transierred to Trempealeau on June l4. This bird was also trans-
ferred to the U of M Vet School for further care.

The Oak Wilt project which has been continuing since 1968 has come
to a halt with the last of the funding being exhausted in May. Until
more funds become available, cleenup of the Oak Wilt Virus infected
trees not be furthered. Most of the infected area has been cleared,
and the cleared lands now need burking and reseeding. Area Forester
T. Al Johnson of Necedah MWR has been in charge of the project on the
Trempealeau Refuge.

A Special Use Permit was issued to The Wayne Bros. of Durand, Wisc.,
on February 20. The permit covered the cutting and removing of approx=
imately 153,000 board feet of maple, cottonwood, elm, willow, birch, and
ash saw timber; and cutting and removing approximately 220 cords of mixed
hardwood pulpwood. The refuge received payment of $3,350.00 for the sale.

Spring migration held some unusual sightinge this year. The usual
high concentration of migrating Whistling Swans in the Weaver Marsh area
did not appear. Only 375 birds were counted atthe peak. This compares
to the usual 3 to 4 thousand. Canvasback ducks were turning up on the
district with unusual color markings. Brown, pink, yellow, and blue were
the colors noted on some of the birds. Reports were filed with the Winona
office and they in turn routed the sighting reports to the proper banding
agent. Reports could be kept current with the bird movements, because of
the weekly waterfowl census that is condécted on the district throughout
the year. Visits to the two Great Blue Heron/American Egret Rookeries
on the district, began in early March. 1t was expected that the first
visit, this early, would find no birds in the area. This would give 2xact
data as to arrival dates. Instead, there<20 birds already staking out
nesting sites. The Mardh 5 date is a very early date for this area.

A brief statement concerning the routine spring activitees on the
district is included. Trapping and litter law enforcement, checking
for violations on over 400 Special Use Permits, posting boundries and
district sandbars, gathering in and collecting for the district grazing
permits, checking and repairing district boat access areas, repairing
and cleaning the 16 district comfort statioms, and conducting many
guided tours of the Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge are just a
few of the major routine duties of the district that are to be performed
each Spring.




Williem J. "Bill" Thrune, was aasigned to the Winona
District as a summer Biological Assistant, Bill is

a Junior at Winona State College, Winona, Minn. Through-
out the summer, he demonstrated that he is a very capable
{ndividual. His presence was missed during the fall months.

I

Lesiaﬁa Donna Mickelson of Trempealeau, Wisc. were hired
under the NYC program to aid the summer staff in the
accomplishments of its goals.
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St. Mary's College student Robert Bilder holds tightly
to a red-tailed hawk which he fcund on the ground in a

weakened condition on the Trempealeau Refuge., The bird
was cared for over a two week period, then banded and released.

"Julia", an immature bald esgle was turned over to the manage-

. ment of the Trempealeau Refuge. It had been shot near Chippewa
Falls, Wise., Dr. Charles Kemper recovered the bird and nursed it
back to health. The wing had healed crooked, thus flight was not
possible., Julia was turned over to the Univ. of Minn. Vet. School.
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SAVE (NE - '"Dexter' the great-horned owl was found as a

fuzzy hatchling by melementary student from the local school.
The bird was raised by college student Robert Bilder. When
flight stage was obtained, the owl was banded and released to
the wild. Dexter hung around the headquarters area for awhile
before leaving and trying it om his own. Leinecke: 1050-4.

———— —

R Sy ey

LOSE ONE = A young trapper discovered this owl hangiag
upside down in a tree, held by the trap chain. The bird

had traveled about % mile from the water area before succumb-
ing to man and his invention. Leinecke: 1050-3,




The U.S. Army Reserve Unit from (nalaska, Wisconsin brought
in much heavy equipment,and utilized it in constructing a new
self-guiding auto route on the Trempealeau National Wildlife
Refuge. The route has not yet been completed, but & small
amount of rock has been hauled in. Leinecke: 1048-2,

The District Manager completed his fourth Huater Safety Class
as Chief Imstructor. Two teaching assistants and two local
conservation wardens aided in qualifying 33 Trempealeau young=-
sters for the Wisc. H.5.C.. Nearly 100 students have been pre-
sented the certificate om the district by the District Manager.

Leinecke: 1048-1,
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A, Weather Conditions

: Precipitation _  :: Temperature

3 : Normal : Snowfall:: Max, : Min, : Mean : Normal
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ety .07 iovaa osase g D25 L 46.2% 45.99

The year opened up with a greeting of 13.5 inches of snow on Jan. 3-4. Precipiattio
followed in almost every form, with tiresome regularity, throughout the subsequest
12 months. The weather produced nearly a dozen records during the year. The excess
es for the year included paralyzing blizzards, downpours, sleet, hail, and fogs.
Despite monthly fluctuations above and below normal, the mean temperature for
the entire year was 46, gust a shade above the normal mean of 45.9. During the
year, moisture in the form of rain or melting snow exceeded normal levels - as much
as nearly three times higher in one month - and the total yield fér the year was
45.07 inches, compared with a normal 12-month figure of 29.43 inches. Shallow frost
penetration, as well as warm Feb. and March days, allowed an orddrly surface runoff
during the spring, and the Mississippi River Crested in Winona, Minn. on March 20
at 14.6 feet, only 1.6 feet above flood stage. Sixteen inches of snow in April
caused the river to crest again in May at 11.1 feet.

The hottest day of hhe year was July 8 when the temperature soared to the 99
degree mark. The coldest day was January 12 when the mercury dipped to -25 degrees.
On July 30, a fierce electrical storm, accompanied by high winds, rain, and
hail swept through the area. Crop damage from this storm was estimated at over

500,000 dollars alone in the Wabasha, Minn. area next to the refuge.
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B. Habitat Conditions
l. Water

POOL LEVELS
667.00 Ft./Head
Pool No. 5 atControl Point #5, Below L/D#4, Alma, Wis Normal: 660.00 Ft./Tail

: IEVEL :  LEVEL . LEVEL : KIGH LEVEL : IOW LEVEL
Jamuary : 660.85 . 660.20 : 660.53 . 12073 P 1731773
February ; 660.30 ; 659.84 . 660.07 : 2/03/73 . 2/18/73
Merh  : 666.62 . 699.86 & gea.13 . 3/19/73 | 3/01/73
April  : 662.84 ; 661.07 | 661.9  4/01/73 . 412973
May . 663.96 . 661.02 . 662.49 L 5/06/73 ¢ s5725/73

- Juse ' 4 BELAS . 69981 ERl 1 . 6/01/73 1 6/30/73
Juy 4 6038 ; 659.94 . GeD.16 . W2 L 1eips
Aiguat . 660.50 . 659.95 . 660.23 . 8/05/73 | 8/28/73
Serkesier: SO0.00 | GED,06 . 60033 ° 9/27173 : 9 /14/73
October : 661.75 . 660.25 . 661.00 . 10/20/73 . 10/08/73
Novembar : 660.96 . 659.96 . 660.46 - 11/28/73 Po11/14/73
December ; 660.96 ; 659.48 i 660.22 | 12/01/73 D 12/17/73

In the overall view, 1973 was just about a carbon copy of 1972. Cold, wet, and
Windy marked the majority of the year. The heavy snowfalls during the last part

of '72 insulated the ground enough to prevent deep frost penetration. During the
spring thaw, much of the water was soaked up or else drained off orderly. Pool
levels remained fairly constant thoughout the year, except for two periods. Pool
levels historically are high during the March/April flood period. This year, due
to avoey 16 inches of snow in April, the river pools were high again in May and
June. This late rise may prove to be harmful to the Muskrat populations in the
pools. Aquatic plants continue to show a decrease in the pools, especially the
Weaver Bottoms in Pool 5. Most of the pool potholes are in good aquatic vegetative
conditions. Seed production of the aquatics appezred to be good this year. Water-
fowl were observed feeding heavily on submergent tubers and wild celery, moreso
this year than previously. Deer browse was excellent, The winter was relatively

. mild for the deer herds and the browse lines on the trees was barely visible. There

was no crusted snow this year and the deer were not pressured by long periods of

a deep snow. Uplamd corn and other crop production in the area was excellent.
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PERCENTAGE COMFOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE
Refuge: b,); no na ’D/jrz/‘/':?‘/y
Period: T&i’\uar\i /4’2':‘(‘}(* /773

: Percent of total duck day use
: 19 27/ 19 22 19>3
> Species :"% of use : Order: % of use : Ordsr :; % of use : Order
Mallard ¢ ] Lhoy e, e e S R B T el |
Black duck e PR H.7) o N : 3
Gadwall t0. 46 ~ 1 T o Aves- -Gt g i : 12
Baldpate 2k f A e SR g
Pintail t 0. il Y ORY 1 /9 ¢ 0. 890. .1
G.w.teal t 2 of D s d &f = A= w5 b N
B.w.teal ¢ Xl t 10 . 9 .G $igge Tiel S A AEY ~ 3 <
Shoveler s 2L t 77 L b $4 e OvR T 15
Wood duck 29 S BT £y t Jod B X
Redhead sk /3 B $ A4 2 Foe /0
. Ring-neck t g 2 s =y RSPy st R PR -
Canvasback §r% =7 e b T 00,0 $ A=
Lesser scaup o ) =) s F b N Sk e : 4
Goldern-eye e ] P bt to7 Rt o e ]l
Bufflehead SoAS S ) A /5 R 13
Ruddy R TE T i i Coge s - 1Y
Mergansers b Y RN 2 & . e R yi
0ld squaw 1= = R : : : :
Scoters : : : : : H
Comments: &
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PERCENTAGE COMFOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DIXCK DAY USE
Refuge: wWindnvA DisTRicT
Period: pAa ) — AndusT 1913

: Percent of total duck day use

g oy 1972 19 732
Species : % of use : Order: % of uge : Order ;: % of use : Order
Mallard R b R o sl oo Qoo A0 L O
Black duck i, G e Jokd i oY : s At 5
Gadwall et v g0 3o p 38 )3 . pedak o 13
Baldpate Il Bl st H- 28 in 2 0.45 il
Pintail : A s A e T e P e e - T 0. 1358 |3~
G.w.teal B S T AT I e N W T b
B.w.teal R R R e G DL T, S et g ol | A o A
Shoveler P- b ) o873 o 2 = P BG1 g9
Wood duck i e e R TG Y Ty | i H4H, 76 ¢ |
Redhead TR TN YRR 5, 0% 14
Ring-neck N T RS R s, AR B 55 |C
Canvasback S A lOare s Ak e 3 a3 1.99 7
Lesser scaup e e T BT EEEE N T EE
Goldern=-eye 2 POt AT gt aNE D
Bufflehead B R S N e e 0.05/ & I :
Ruddy Lo AONE S MNES S psm P /Yt 0.0 ¢ g
Mergansers : (S A T e e AN T, S 5 7 o i :
0ld squaw > : : : : :
Scaoters - 3 : : 5 -
Comments: &



PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION BY SPECIES OF TOTAL DUCK DAY USE

Refuge: WiNO~A DISTRICT
Period: g4 pTember - Decembir 1972

Percent of Total Duck Day Use
197/ 1972 1973
Species % of Use |Order | % of Use | Order | % of Use Order
Mallard /7. é / 247 / EYA _
Black duck 3.6 0 g 2.3 /e 5. 69 ‘ﬁ
Gadwall e I B I B // I o] /-
Baldpate i3 é 2.7 A 4. 66 fz
Pintail .05 /A 2 3 12 b 32
G.w. teal = 10 1 8 /12 .55 !
B.w. teal 2.7 s 3.9 9 500 ﬁq
Shoveler Q: 87 15 ©. 93 /6 0.5 b
Wood duck IS & 2 /0. 6 =5 ]16.00 2
Redhead e f 14 Lis 15~ [+ 22 1Y
Ring-neck 9./ £ £.€ 5 7 B2 he 4
. Canvasback X 2 33k 2 1550 3
Lesser scaup 2.7 g A = S/ N7
Goldeneye LSt 1= ol a4 [ 58
Bufflehead pSe | 16 il . ¥ A 0:-£2 15
Ruddy L 0.36 17 ©.20 17 ©.940 17
Mergansers | X7 5 (O] 4 .82 4
0ld squaw L AVoNE | NovE | gosmE | pOVE =
Scoter o0y (& 0802 IE =
Comments:
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Refuge: Winona District
Period: Calendar Year 1973
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The Trempealeau County Associated Sportsmens Club received 5,600 day old pheasant
chicks on June 4, 1983. During the last week of August and the first week of Sept.
they released 5,060 adult birds into areas within the county. About 70 of these
birds were released or escaped onto the Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge.

Only one covy of Bob-white Quail was observed this year. This is down from the
three groups observed last year. It is believed that the q uvail population is
stable or at best gaining slightly. Highbush Cranberry planted on the Trempealeau
Refuge is a winter haven for the Rugged Ruffed Grouse. Numbers seem to growing

steaqdly Big Game Animals (White-tailed deer)

White-tailed Deer - - 125 200 675 70 i3 465

The district deer populations seemed to expand greatly this year. The fall 1972
hunting season was relatively light on the herds, and numbers of deer were observ-
ed throughout the year in the wooded areas of the bottomlands. 1973 hunting

season again took a light toll on the deer, although two radio-collared deer

from the Trempealeau Refuge herd were taken. One during the shotgun season and

one during the Bow & Arrow season. The 1973 winter was very good for the wintering
deer herds on the refuge. There was deep snow at various times, but each was foll
ed by a warming trend which kept browse available. Minnesota conducted its second
30 day hunting season and for the second year it proved quite successful. This
years take in the state was 67,106 as compared to 72,600 taken during the 1972
hunt. Wisconsin maintained its 9 day hunt and bagged nearly 75,000 animals. This
figure is relatively constant with last years results when about 76,500 were

taken.




UM. VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS
11A

A, Recreational Use

MISCEL- HUNTING TOTAL
1973 FISHING TANEOUS DUCKS DEER | OTHER DAYS USE
Spring 15,935 11,685 |12 27,632
Summer 45,005 106,048 ; ; 153,053
Fall 52,620 22,556 15,980 740 1383 92,279
TOTAL ! :
DAYS 113,560 | 140,289 15,980 740 1395 270,964
USE 1

* - Tosal does not include 1,352 spring trappers and 6,487 fall trappers.

Public usefor the year was up again during 1973. Figures recorded through-
out the yearindicate that use was up by about 30%. During the year, the visit-
ing public was forced to put up with rain and cool weather. When the weather
was favorable for heading to the beaches and sandbars, the visitors rushed there
in large numbers. Major differences in numbers from last year were recorded in
fall fishing, spring fishing, all seasons of miscellaneous activity, and most

. hunting.

The walleyes really began biting during the late fall months. Fishermen
flocked to the wing dams and the auxilery locks of the major locks&dams. On
many instances the limit was caught within % hour after arriving. The word spread
quickly, and the numbers zoomed. Duting the winter months of Jan.- March,
ice fishing flourished with great zeal. Ice housed appeared in more than average
numbers. Fishing was good and so was the weather for this activity.

Throoghout the entire year, a great difference in wildlife observation &
sightseeing occurred. This year, the two use categories were separated and
counted individually. The addition of the sightseers and the- step up of the
Trempealeau Refuge EE Program account for most of the major changes in numbers
for the misc. category. -

Weekday openers in both Wisconsin and Minnesota during the waterfowl season
brought a drop in number of hunters visiting the marshes. Figures indicate
that waterfowl hinting was down about 30% for the year. Also accounting for
the reduction, was the lack of cooperating ducks in the area. After a first
couple of weeks of pretty fair hunting, the ducks moved on and the hunters
became discouraged. By the last couple of weeks, only the dyed-in-the-wool
true hunter remained to be counted. Deer hunting was down a few percent
from 1972, but much of the drop could be from a lack of sufficient data
accumulating during the seasons. The data gathering process was tied up,
because of the local whistling swan population at Weaver Marsh. The manager
was involved more with the swans than gathering hunting data this year.

Although no RBU's are awarded for the activity, a special record is
kept on the trapping activity on the district. This year, the prices for
pelts were up again and a record number of trappers took to the field. Bad

. weather forced many of the trappers home early, but activity visits remained
the dame as last year.




UM-14

Rev,.
1965
Refuge:Winona District
Period: Calendar Year 1973
D. Fur Animals, Predators, Rodents, and Other Mammals
:POPULATION: YOUNG : GREATEST : :CONes s POPULATION
SPECIES : JAN., 1 :PRODUCED:NO. PRESENT: TAKE :TROL: 10S8 : DEC. 31
Muskrat : 20,700 : 49,800 ; 69,000 s 31,000 . 27,600 : 21,850
Mink : 50 =, 12 . 80 10 . : 3 is 68
Bagver ¢ AW ;335 1098 ; My i 3% 3 845
Otter 25 3 25 02 : § ¢ 14
Bessosn 1 650 12481 1875 s Jobr. 3 iow g
: : ’ H H : H 230

. Red Fox : .150 . 50 2 SO0 3 185 & 3 20 & 36n
Gray Fox 12 15 : LT 10 ¢ ¥ —5-— "¢ ap
Bowk - 1 1S 60 250t %0 v a0 i i8S
Cotton=- : 2 : : : 3 :
tail : 4 45 210 & 30 -1 ¢ 185
Rabbit : § ¥ 3 $ 2 g
Opossum :m 90 30 120 5 2 s 30 -« 100
Gray & : : : : : : B
Fox g 1,085 -4 925 . 4,395 400 . 305 3 3.89%
Squirrels: 13 : : : H ¢
Woodchuck: 23 : 10 9% 54 2 & s 53
Badger _: - 3 i1 0.2 ¢ 9 8

Mugkyat populations were fairly stable this year. The 1972 estimated take figured

about 33,500 rats. Final report figures showed a take of 26,500 rats. The number
of trappers was up during the 1973 season to 254, from last years record 245.
Prices on rats also reached near record prices, with some dealers paying over $3,50
a pelt. Estimated take for 1973 is around 31,000 rats. The figures taken from the
received reports for this year indicate an average take of 123 rats per trapper. K&
. This is up from last years 120/trapper. Wisconsin held a '73 Beaver season, but

Minnesota did not. The chart above indicates the beaver take. Fox and Raccoon
pelt prices were extremely high. Coons about $20-30, and Fox $30-40.
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